Conch, Mafter in Arts, Minifter 
of God's Word. 
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To MY 


Sirs! 


yf Ow far I have adventured to put off the 
| fe the guilt of a cowardlie filence you may 
= yf perceiy by my following Anfwers: for 
it’s well known was as challeng’ by the 
Axazarrisrs, who daily encreaf, 
and are grown verie bold among us, to give Refoluti- 
ons to their Scruples, or Queries : which I have don, 
not in affeGtation of anie glorie (for alas! what can 
anie man ex{pect from aconteft with them)but rather, 
if it may bee, to keep them in fuch a degree of mode- 
ration that they may not bee wife in their own con- 
Ceits, and vainly triumph in their Errors. 
Much fatisfaétion I know my Anfwers will give 
you that are my friends, and bee thereby more con- 
firmed in your Faith , whilft thofe yer Ae were pro- 
pofed to mee not with intent that the Anasarrists 
would receiv anie; for, of all men they otra 


that fhould 
ot fc God may br pl 


~ | 
| 
FRIENDS. 
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ed hereby to work upon them: mee think's how do 
they refemble thofe in the Gofpel, who came unto 
Chrift, asking him The Baptifm of Fohn was it from 
heaven, or from men? And 18 it lawful to give tribute unto 
Cefar, or it not? Which captious Queries were inore 
propofed to entrap Chrift, then that the mindes of the 
propofers might bee enlightned in the underftanding 
ofthem. As near alfoas the Eccho anfwer’s the firft 
found, fo nearfoundthe ANasarrist’s Querieslike 
them: asthe Baptifm of Infants, Js st from heaven or 
from men? Is it Chriftian or Antichriftian? And, Is it 
lawful to paie Tithe , which is indeed Chrift’s Tribute, 
unto his miniffers, or is it not ¢| 1f my an{wers bee defici- 
ent, they may bee fupplied from the fulnefs of myaf- 
fections to Truth and Unitie} that all diftractions in our, 
Church and State allaied, wee may becom oné if 
Chrift, who is the fountain of Unitie: whichis, = 


‘The conftant praier 
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HE 
ANABAPTISTS QUARIES 
Propounded for 


RES 


1. SP Hether themixt multitude bee the Church ¢ or, 


Whether the Gofpel-churches bee not a companic 
of people, who are vifible Saints in outward pro- 
fefsion? 


2, Whether are you a Minifter of Fefus Christ at all? and, 


Whether have you aright Call to bee our Minifter ? and, 


Whether to your knowledg did you ever call bome anie 
foultoGod? 


3. Whether Infant’ s. Baptifm bee an Ordinance of Chrift, or 


an abomination of Antichrift 2 or, Whether Believers in 
profefsion are not of right the (ubjec? of Bapti{m ? 

4. Whether it bee a greater fin to omit the Lord's Supper, 
or to com unprepared to it ? 

5. Whether the Parifbonal ftanding bee of God, or of Anti- 
christ ? * 

6. Woether it bee lawful to difpen{ the Lord’s Supper out 
of a Church-ftate, as you do ? 

7. Whether was. it the love. of Chris,.or the lowe af onr. 
Tithes that moved yon to preach tows? 

8. Whetber you bee not gurltie of the fins of the ungodlic, in 
[offering them to com to the Supper ? and fo 


— 
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the more if you tell thems the bedie of Christ is given for 
them, and exhort all forts to com thereto ? 

9. Whether do you ever finde the World and the Church in 
Scripture make 4 vifible bodie in worfbip,as all your Parifh 
do, in finging together ? and whether your fo finging bee 
not an 

10. If you have anie Church at ell, whereof manic doubt, 
and I amoncit thereft, What the reafon you have no 
officers of Elders and Deacons , nor no Cenfures to ke 
the holie things of God from profanation, by thole z 
Scripture call’s dogs and fwine? 

11. Whether you have in the court of heaven right to take 
Tithes of all the Parih, beeing fundrie of us are not [ati(- 
fied in con{cience that you are anie Minifter to us, nor ever 
gave apie call or invitation to you to Com among us ¢ or, 
Whether your taking Tithes bee not a great oppre(sion ¢ 


Thefe 
PEL 


LE 


Thefe precedent Queries refolved inthe enfuing 
Difcourf; In the end of each Refolution I 


have propounded fo manie moreto the — 


Anasarprists, which call Anti Queries, 
their Refolution. 


I. \ \ J H ether the feparate Congregations of Anabaptifts 
are the Church ¢ or, Whether vifible Saints it eut- 


ward profe/sion may not bee Hypocrites, 

2. Whether the Anabaptifts having their fiati- 
on,and run awaie from Chift’s colors, have don the part 
of Chrift’s fouldters ¢ or, Whether the Shepherd hath not 
right to call home bis Flock? and , Whether the want of 
facce{s bee atrue ground for judgment? 

3. Whether Infants of Believing Parents are not within the 
Covenant of Grace? or, Whether Eleé& Infants have not 
the root of Faith no then Reafon? 

4. Whethe¥ tbe Degrees of Sin are not knows fram the De- 
erees of Pain® and, Whether it bath been revealed tothe 
Anabaptifts what degree of pain is due tothe Unprepara- 
tion, and what to the Omifston? 

5. Whether God doth not limit men in Divineaits nolefs 
then Natural 2 or, Whether our Parochial landing bee 
not in imitation of thofe Primitive Congregations of Co- 
rinth, or Ephefus¢ 

G. Whether private opinions detratt from the truth of 
things? and, Whether that opinion bee not finful that 
want’s Charitie | 

7. Whether it bee the love of Chrift,or the love of owr Tithes 


that move’ s you to the non-paiment of our Tithes ¢ 
8.Whether 


| 
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the more if you tell thems the bedie of Christ is given for 

them, and exhort all forts to com thereto ? 

9. Whether do you ever finde the World and the Church in 
Scripture make a vifible bodie in worfhip as all your Pari{h 
do, in finging together ? and whether your {0 finging bee 
not an abomination : 

10. If yau have anie Church at ell, whereof manic doubt, 
and I amongst the refi, What the reafon you have no 
officers of Elders and Deacons , nor no Cenfures to ke 
the holie things of God from profanation, by thole t 
Scripture call’s dogs and fwine ? 

11. Whether you have in the court of heaven right to take 
Tithes of all the Parifh, beeing [undrie of us are not (atif- 
fied in conftience that you are anie Minifter to us, nor ever 
gave apie call or invitation to you to Com among us ¢ or, 
Whether your taking Tithes bee not great oppre(sion ° 


Thefe 


Thefe precedent Queries refolved inthe enfuing 
Difcourf, In the end of each Refolution | 


have propounded fo manie moreto the — 
Anasaprists, which I call Queries, 
_exfpedcting their Refolution. 


I. \ \ T Hether the feparate Congregations of Anabaptifts 
are the Church ¢ or, whether viftble Saints in = 
ward profe/sion may not bee Hypocrites. 

2. Whether the Anabaptifis having forfaken their ftati- 
on,and run awaie from Chift’s colors, have don the part 
of Chrift’s fouldsers ¢ or, Whether the Shepherd hath not 
right to call home bis Flock? and, Whether the want of 
fuccefs bee atrue ground for judgment? 

3. Whether Infants of Believing Parents are not within the 
Covenant of Grace? or, Whether Elect Infants have not 
the root of Faith no le(s then Reafon? 

4. Whethe¥ tbe Degrees of Sin are not known from the De- 
erees of Pain’ and, Whether it hath been revealed tothe 
Anabaptifts what degree of pain is due tothe Unprepara- 
tion, and what to the Omi(ston? 

5. Whether God doth not limit men in Divine aits no lefs 
then Natural 2 or, Whether our Parochial ftanding bee 
not in imitationef thofe Primitive Congregation’ of Co- 

rinth, or Ephefus¢ 

6. Whether private opinions detratt from the truth of 
things? and, Whether that opinion bee not finful that 

ppant’s Chatitie? 

7. Whether it bee the love of Chrift,or the love of omy Tithes 


that move’ s you tothe non-paiment of our Tithes 
8. Whether 


: 
. 


>. Whether Judas, when Chrift and his 4 oftles fung an 
‘30. Whether the Anabaptifis,inrenting and tearing the 
Charch of Christ are truly Chrifians and, Whether 
ignor ance, pride, and confufion bee mot among them: 


11. Whether non-paiment of Tithe, or form Stipends equi- 
valent so them; ee notgreat injustice,yea Sacrilece? 
«John Couch Minifter 
Horlmonden im 
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Hetber the anixt multitude bee the Church? or, 
| Whether the Gofpel-Churches bee not a compa- 
Hi nie of People, who are vifible Saints in ourmard 
rofeffion. 
Firk, the multitude is not mixed of 
Believed af at leaft in outward profeflion of Chrilt, there- 
fore they* may bee termed the Church. Secon: 
pole “them of Saints and Sinners, the Church 
then may bee confidered in fier, or in fatto effe either making, 
or already made : the mixed multitude is a Church making, 
for thofe ‘che aicthliienite: are to bee made Saints , fepa- 


rate the finners from the privilege of the Church, as Praier, 
_ and hearing the Word , and your Separation is repugnant to 


Chrift’s. Miffion , Who came not to call therighteous but fingers to 
repentance, fecond branch of the Querie 
5 
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Scrupuli. 
An outward vifible fan&itie is not that which make’sa true 
Church in the fight of God, but it is the inward invifible 
{anttitie : for an Hypocrite may bee a vitible Saint in outward 
profeflion, but yet bee no member of the Church of Chrift, 
farther then the Church of Chrift may bee confidered, as 
b:fore, infieri, or in faéto effe, either making, or beeing 
made. | 
Anti-Quarie. 
Whether the feparate Congregations of Anabaptifts are the Church? 


or, Whether vifible Saints in outward profeffion may not bee Hy- 
pocrites | 


— 


Anabaptift’s Second Quarie. 

Whether are you Minifters Felus Christ at all? and, 
ther have you a right Call to bee our Minifters ? and, Whether, 
10 your knowledg, did yon ever call home anie foul to God ? 

Refolution. 

That wee are Minifters of Jefus Chrift may bee proved by 
the Succeflion, Ordination, and Qualification of us in the 
Minittrie : “om fucceflion after along tra&t of time , where- 
in the everlatting High-Prieft {ufpended not,as you may vain- 
ly imagin, his heavenlie power, in depriving his Church of 
thole Officers and inftruments whom in al] ages hee thought 
meet for its edification, is inthe room of the Apoftles and 
primitive Minifters. Secondly, it may bee proved by our Or- 
dination, Impofition of Hands, Prater, and fuch requilites. 
Thirdly by our Qualification, whilft the Father of lights 
hath granted us fach aportion of light and of his Spirit, chat 
wee can difcern between truth and error, and fuch a ‘nam 
of holinefs,that alchough wee cannot but confefs our humane 
frailties, and that wee are of like paflions with Eliah, or 
Se Peter, yet wee hope wee have fo much falt chat wee have 
not altogether loft our favor; and although our light may 
burn dim in refpe& of Primitive brightnets, yet wee know it 
isnotexitinguifh’t. “Tothe Second Branch of this Querie re- 
folved thus: Wee have right alfo to bee your Minifters; for 
the fheep forfaking their lawful Paftors, doth not nullifie the 


right of the Shepherd; they beeing gon aftraie, it doth not 


therefore follow they are none of his Fold: Becauf the foul- 
at dier 


Anabaptiftarum Scrupuli, 

dier rorfake’s his ftation and turn’s Renegado, the relation of 
his Captain doth not therefore run with him:The lawful Mi- 
niiter is no other then your Spiritual Captain, who, under the 
great General of Heaven, give’s you commands in your {piri- 
tual wartare,howto fight againft che Divel,& Sin andthe Ene- 
mies of your Soul; now to denie your Officer doth not there- 
fore conclude you are none of his Souldier : if you run away 
from your ftation you oyght to bee queftion’d for it, not 
you to queftion your Captain's Commiilion,, Tothe Third 
Branch of the Querie refolved thus : Firft, wee have endevor- 
ed to our knowledg to call home fouls'to God, for wee have 
endevored to cal] home you ; and if through the hardnefs of 
your hearts, you, oranie other have retufed to bee called, lec 
the blame light where it ought. Al/ the date long, {arth God ave 
I Stretched forth my band to a rebellious and ftiff-necked people, and 
yet the people were rebellious ftill ; thall God therefore bee 
queftion’d becauf the people were rebellious ? And our Savi- 
our Chrift with more then bowels of compaflion , and with 
the greateft yearnings of nature, would have gathered Hierufalem 
together even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her wings, and 
bebold it would not ; becauf Hierufalem was not gathered, could 
Chrift bee taxed ? To conclude there hath been no pains 
becauf there hath not been anfwerable fuccefles, is no good 
reafon nor Divinitie: Paul planteth, and Apol/o watereth, but 
it’s God that give’sthe encreaf. Secondly as through pre- 
fumtion | dare not boaft of manie fouls called home by 
Minifterie , fo in charitie and humilitie ] may believ fom 


called. 

Anti-Quarie. 
Whether the Anabaptifts having forfaken their Station, and run 
away from Chrift's colors have don the part of Chrift's Souldiers ? 
or, Whether the Shepherd bath not right to call home his Flock ? And 
whether the want of jucce/s bee a true ground for judgment ? 


| Anabaptiti’s Third Quarie. 

Whether Infant’s Baptilm bee an Ordiname of Cbrift, or an abo- 
mination of Antichrift ? or, Whether Believers in profeffion are not 


of right the {ubject of Baptifm. 


B 2 Refolution 


| 
| 


| 


4 Anabaptifiarmi Scrapuli. 


Refol. Infant's Baptifm is the Ordinance of Chrift,and no. 
Abomination of Antichrift,{uppofitive (i. fuppoting chil- 
dren to bee the children of believing parents, otherwife what 
privilege have the children of the Faithful more then the chil- 
dren of Turks? The Word of God hath diffcrenced the feed. 
of Believers fromthe feed of Infidels; and it is moft plain, 
that asthe one is within the Covenant ofGracea.. <ral- 
ly holie ; fothe other is without, and therefore unballowed: 
to the one belong the promifts,.and the riches.of God's Hea- 
venlie Kingdom, which was the cauf chat our Saviour told 
the on they fhould fuffer little children.to com unto bim and for- 
bid them net, as the other have no part nor fhare in thofe 
mifes. Now what is Baptifm but the Seal of this Covenant? _ 
when the deed is don it’s ftrange to mee it fhould bee debar'd ~ 
a feal, oranoutward confirmation: that.a childe fhould bee 
Heir unto the Chriftian Promifes.and yet bee denied the badg 
of Chriftianitie: as clearly as Chrift Ordeined Baptilm, fo 
clearly did hee Ordein itfor Children: foras it is unimagin- . 
able that in- the firft plantation. of the Chriftian Faith Ba- 
ptifm fhould begin with anie other then fych as could make 
confeflion-of that faith, the heart believing, and the congue 
confefling Jefus Chrift unto Salvation , Children beeing no 
more the fubjec of Baptifm before their Parents had believed, — 
then Ifpmaclor bee. the, fubje& - of Circumcifion 
before Abraham was Circumcifed: {© it is unimagi 


inable wh 
that ane after have believed fhould 
uncapable of Baptifm, efpecially confidering, that Baptim 
fucceed’s in the room of Circumcifion, and the fame Argu- 
ments might. conclude the ualawfulaels of Circumcifion for 
ie children at eight daies:old, as the unlawfulnefs of Bapti- 
| | zing infants at-cight daies old_or thereabaut :. for what pro- 
feflion of faith could thofe Jewith.children make ? what ac- 
knowledgment of their Covenant.at thafe years? there bee- 
ing then as little 1 ewes in them of Faith as of Reafon,. 
hot their tongues but their tears,and defcent of Jewith paremts 
{peak them ina capaeiti¢’ofbeth. for ought I perceiv 
wee may conclude Infants as having no exercife of realonjor — 
underitanding,to bee therefore debar’d.thofe natuxal privileges 
which they are born unto.in.refpeft of their father’s.lands, of 
tithes. Infants haying no cxerci& of Faith to bee- 
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therefore debarr’d divine privileges of their father’s faith. But 
_ a8 Reafon,fo,alfo Faith may bee confidered in the root, or the 


full growth; confidered in the root, children may bee de- . 
nominated as rational, {fo believing, whil'{t beeing initiated 


into the bodie of Chriffs Churchby Baptifm, cthofe Divine 


augmentations by grace and knowledg may bee as furely at- . 


teined to, as thofe natural acceflions of reafon are: for what 
faithul parentés not more careful to feed the childe to an eter- 
nal then to a life 2? and to inftru& him in the prin- 
ciples of Religion no lefs then in the principles of Reafon? 
andto knew God andChrift before hee know’s the world: 
what ever faultinefs bee in the omiflion, is not the faulc of 


Baptifm, but of corrupt men. As therefore the Apoltle argued, A&s 10.47. 


_ Gan anie man forbid water sbat thefe fbould not bee baptized which 
bave received the bolie Gboft, as well as wee ? the like may 1, Dare 
the Anabaptifts forbid| water that the children of faithful 
parents, focderally holie, heirs of Chriil’s Kingdom, invi- 


ted to make their neer acceflesuntoe Chrift, and to receiv the 
gift of the holie Ghoft, and to grow in Faith and Chrifi- 


anitie fhould not ized,as well as thofe Primitive Con- 
verts were, and to have fom outward mark to diftinguifh 


them, from children of Turks and Infidels,fom fign of Heaven 


that may feparate thenrfrom thofe that are branded for Hell. 


. Sofarthenis 


whil’ft nothing can have amore clear derivation fromCbrift 
then it hath : Andalchough the practice or continuartce there- 
_of hath remained in the Antichriftian Church, yet it can- 
not bee reputed Antichriftian, more then anie good datie, or 


a& of Pictie them.. As the Sun Béanis are derived to 
propertie of thofe beams : fo that Divine Ordinance patling 
ftsofthe Antichriftian fea is not 


through thedark - wee not-account the Gofpel ir felf Anti- - 


impaired: why may 

the Church of Rome, .as-the Dayine 
Aacichriftiaupoh the like com!ervation ? It 
of time anie impuritie hath affix’ it 


ic hath been’ conferved by 


es 


h thejfong 
on fteel, how 


P 


Baptifm of Infants from beeing Antichrifti- 
an , that it may. feem Antichriftian to denie them Baptifm : 


Ordinarice of Baptifn 
theGofpel | 


holieOrdinanecs ifedinit, 
oreftant Bivines been to filet off? 
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Hebr: 


a Cor-7.24. 


3 Cor.t0.4, 


“the cloud and fea were there baptized ‘no lefs then their pa- 


AnabaptiStarum Scrupuli. 
Tradition from the one, fo Superitition from the other. 
The time was indeed that Salt, and Spittle, and Oil, and 


-Crofles were the adjunéts of Infants Baptifm, trom which 


Superftitious Rites Baptifm beeing purged becom’s no ef 
pure then fom clear fountain, that may minifter water to this 
Sacrament, | 

But what is moft prefled and infifted upon by our Anti- 
baptifts, as 1 may term them, is, That wee fhould produce 
fom clear precept outof the Word of God,or fom clear praftice 
in the Word to convince them of the lawfulnefs of Infant's 
Baptifm: towhich | anfwer, That among manie places of 
the Word which by neceflarie confequences and interences 
conclude no lef; that general Commiflion which our Sa-. 
viour gave unto his Apoftles , Go teach al! Nations, Baptizing 
them in the name of the Eather. Son, and Holie Ghoft , is to pre- 
gnant, that unlefs the Anabaptilts’have the very light of rea- 
fon clean exftinguifh’t inthem, and their natural principles 
wath’t awaie in their fecond dipping. they can no longer tread 
the maze of theirerrors: for by that Commiffion, if all na- 


4 


_ tions areto bee taught, then queftionlefs, they are to bee 
taught the foundations and fuperftru&ures of their Faith, not 


inttead Of one foundation to laie another, orto laie the fame 
foundation again, for then wee fhonld go clean contrarie to 
that counfel in the Epiftle to the Hebrews, Therefore leaving the 
principles of the doctrine of Chrift,let 1+ go on unto perfection , not 
laying again the foundation of repentdce from dead works, and of 
faith toward God, of the dodtrine of Baptijm, and of laying on of 
hands, of the refurvection of the dead,and of eternal judgment : which 
do&rine of Baptifms the Anabaptifts have foolifhly laid 
again, thinking themfelvs morejwife then hee ‘that taught 
them ; for, go teach all nations, teach them that when they 
believ their children are the heirs of promife , and of the 
Kingdom of God : teach them that God is aGod of Believers: 
and of their feed ; teach them, That the unbelieving husband 
is fandtified by the wife , and the unbelieving wife is{anctified 
by her husband; elf were their children unclean, but now are 


_ they holie: teach them that Baprifm fucceed’s in the room of 


Circumcifion, and that the Jewith children pafling through 


rents were, which was the type of our Baptifm : — 
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Anabaptifiarnm Scrupull. 


then thofe particular points, which the Nations were to bee 


bee that thefe Anabapti(ts can retein the ufe of reafon,and de- 
nie Baptifm unto holie and elected children, which is the 
confeguent of holinefs and ele&tion , rather then holinefs and 
election the confequent of Baptifm ? Ic would have favored 
too much of circumlocution and tautologie, for our Saviour 
to have given in Commiflion Go teach all nations, baptizing them, 
and after they are taught.and baptized, baptize likewife their 
children untaught , fecing all commiifions as they are brief, 
fo they fuppofe the exercife of reafon in thofe te whom they 
are committed ; and reafon it is, that they who are in the 
fame condition of holinefs and ele&tion fhould bee in the fame 
condition in refpe& of an outward feal or privilege: though 
the Apoftles as men might in fom things, beeing unillumina- 
ted,err, yet our Saviour muft have fuppofed them meer chil- 
dren had hee ufed fo long a precept in this point for dire&ting 
or informing of them, wherein,confidered as men,chey could 
not err. 

Neither is this fuppofition of reafon in the point of bap- 
tizing Infants lefs confpicuous, then the fuppofition of reafon 
iu other points , which might bee raifed by cavilling brains 
from our Saviour’s Commiflion of Teaching and Baptizing 
all Nations. For it might bee thus argued: All Nations to 
bee Taught and Baptized (i.¢.) fuch Nations as have not al. 


ready atteined unto Faith in Chriit , go Teach and Baptize 


them : goas the Apoftles went, from Hierufalem co the un- 
believing parts of the Earth, to the people of the remotelt 
Zones,bound up in ignorance,as their waters congeal’d in lev; 
or to the people of the hot and parching Zones., while 
mindes are no lef barren then their fand : go to thefe untu- 


tor'dand.untaught people, For in the wilderne|s (ball waters Ifa3¢. 


break out, and ftreams in the defert, the parched ground {ball Lecom 
a pool, and the thirftie land (prings of water. But when all this is 
don, what Commiffion had the Apoftles to teach a Nation 
already taught, or to: preach Chrift there, where hee was 
before preached : fodid S. Paul {trive to preach the Golpel, 


Not where Chrift was named, leaft bee fbould build upon: another man’s p 


fowndation. Teaching is put before Baptizing : what Com- 
miffion then had the Apoftles to teach after it? may 
eco 


ht, among manie thoufand points of Faith, how can it. 


taug 
yn 
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Anabaptistarum Scrupuls. 
fecond pains prefume the incompletenefs of the firft?If the fir 
‘teaching were ee what need was there of a fecondto 

fucceed Baptifm ? Neither may it bee lefs quetiion’d,whether 
this Baptizing bee a dipping or immerfing in the water ? Whe- 
ther by water our Saviour mean’s \the Spring or River? Or, 
whether thrice dipping bee not enjoined, becauf the three 
Perfons are nominated? For how cana dipping in the name 
of the Father ferv for the Son? or inthe name of the Son for 
the Holie Ghoft? Thele Queries, and manie more , as they 
may bee and areraifed by cavilling brains, fothey may bee 
an{wered by their wifdom,who areentrufted with Commifi- 
on to Baptize: for to fuppofe everie circamftance incident to 
Commiflions explained, were to fuppofe a great dcbilitie 
and weaknefs in the Commiflioners, and that they were 
not men in underftanding, but children , who by that under- 
ftanding are judged of right to bee the fubje& of Bapti(m. 


Anti-Quarie. | 
Whether Infants of Believing Parents are not within the Cove- 


nant of Grace ? or, Whether Ele Infants have not the root of Faith, 
70 lefs then Reajon 2 Be 


Anabaptift’s Third Quarie. 

Whether it bee a greater fin to omit the Lord’s Supper, or to com 

unprepared to it | 
Refolution. 

lam not fo Stoical as to believ all fins equal, neither fo 

Papiftical as to believ anie fins venial : for as Death and Hell 

are the wages of Sin, {6 in death and hell chere is a latitude 

of punifhment: fins areunequal, fo their wages: for fom 

lins. are asmotes ; others as beam$ : fomas gnats, others as 
Camels ; and therefore fom fhall b¢e beaten with manie ftripes, — 

others with few ; and it fhall bee ecafier for Sodom and Gomor- 
BE _ haat the daic of judgment then for them of Capernanm, as it is 
cena obferved by * Mr Perkins; for asin the glorious rewards of 
dee bog Heaven fundric degrees are obferved incident to thofe re- 
eying wards, the Saints in the Refurre&tion refembling itars,where- 
of onediffereth from another in glorie, all are noc of the 
{ame magnitude and brightnefs, which gradual rewards are 
‘Tukey, fet forth in the Parable of the Talents, where the Matter 

| 


4 
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the fervants doth proportionate his wages to their work, 
making him that had gained with his Talents five Talents, 
ruler over five Cities, him that had gained ten, ruler over ten : 
fo after the {ame manner the pains and torments of Hell are 
gradual, all infinite beyond expreflion, yet not all equal in 
ourconception, Thereis an antient Dialogue between the 

~ Soul of a Damned Perfon and his Bodie, Printed in the year 
16135 fuphofed co bee Bernard’s , wherein the Bodie beeing 
inguilitive after the pains of the Damned Whether they were 
egual ? hath this aniwerreturned by the Soul: 


Ad hoc quod interrogas | Dives ergo moriens 
Quid tibi paratur ? Si impius damnatur, 
Perfonis nobilibys, Gravibus pra ceteris 
Hoc pro lege datur : panis implicatur : | 
Quanto quis in fecule Nam quanto delictis 
Magis exaltaturs Plas delectabatur, 
Tan.o cadit gravins Tanto pana gravins 
Sitranfgrediatur. |  Sibideputatur. 


If you demand that I fhould tell 
Of great men’s fins the doom in Hell, 
I anfwer thus: the Law is there, 
By how much one’s exalted here, 
By fo much fure if hee tranfgrefs 


More grievous is his 
And finful rich men when they die | 

Receiv for their iniquitie 
A due reward, when beeing condemn’d 

Their torments can exfpe&t no end: 


For look how deep they drank of pleafure it 
So deep is their torments meafure. | 


Now this inequalitie of punifhmient for fin fuppofed in | 


Hell, I muft confeis my nefcience in what you defire to know: 
for co give refolution which {in is greateft, either to com un- i 
prepared to the Lord’s Supper, or totally to refrain fromit, — | | 
is to refolv you in effeé&t, what degree of punifhment in Hell is : | 
due to one fin, and whatto the other. As | am altogether 
unacquainted with Revelations, wherein St Bridget hath ex- 
cell’d, and perhaps might beteer your itching 


| John 6.91. 
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fition then Mofes and the Prophets, for thee hath, if you will 


_ believ her, had vifions of the Damned’s torments , and con- 


verted with fouls new iflued from their purging flames: {0 | 
know no place of the Divine Word whereby | may conclude 
the unpreparation greater then the omiffion , or the omiffion 
then ic: True it is, that it is moft grievous for a Chriftian to 
omit the Lord’s Supper, beeing the commemoration of Chrifi’s 
death , andthe affurance of our lite, of our incorporation 
to his myftical bodie, and our refurre&tion from the dead : for 
indeed fo much wee live as wee communicate, beeing he 

nourifh’t into our fpiritual, as by food into our life Bd 
for what life is that, which lieth not at the mercie of difeafes, 
or thefword , and all thofe accidents which may fhake it, no 
lefs then the winde a leaf or reed? and fuch is the life of the 
bodie, whofe duration is no more then a fpan’s meafure : but 


how noble is that life whofe duration is eternitie ? as far above 


the danger of difeafes, {word, or accident, as the {tars above 


the clouds : and fuchisthe life of the foul: for the foul by 


Chrift’s bodie is fed unto eternitie : Iam the liuing bread, (ait) 
Chrift, whichcame down from heaven, if any man eat of this bread 
hee (ball live for evers hee fhall live as Chrift live’s , and (hall 
bee raifed from the dead as Chrilt was railed; great is the force 
of this Sacrament, for as the Sonof man according to (al- 
vin, became man for our fakes to make us fons of God, and by 
his defcending down upon the Earth, cauffed our affceniion 
up toheaven, and by taking our mortalitic, gave us power 
to bee immortal ; and by aflumiag our weaknefs,to affume his 
ftrength ; and clothing himfelf with our unrighteoulnels, 
clothed us with his righteoufnels and making poor, 
thereby made us rich; 0 it muft bee acknowledged, that all 
this is fo far communicated to us, andthe benefit our own, 
as wee communicate of his bodie, and blood: it was his own 
voice , Do this in remembrance of mee , that wee {hould do fo 
much as remember himby a Sacramental memorial , who had 
don more forus by beeing made a facrifice forus': had Chrift 
been onely our kinfman, or had hee freed us from the tyran- 
nieof fom Ufurper, wee might juftly have remembred him: 


had his holinefs, and patience been no more then 70b’s, his 


wifdom no morethen Solomon's, or his valor then David's, 
each of thefe might have deferveda remembrance : but -- 
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all thefe concentred in him; yea, all the Panoplie of religious — 
and moral virtues: Valor beyond David’s, whereby hee con- 
quered Death ; Wiidom inhis Doftrines, beyond Solomon's; 
Holinefs and Patience in his life beyond 7ob’s, and all this to 
free us from fpiritual bondage; what doth it elf but enlarge 
the matter, and minifter more force unto our faith, and more 
guicken our remembrance ? yet this is not all: for hee prai- 
_ ed, hee fafted for our fakes, no grone ner figh but for our | 
fakes: not the leaft paflion of his foul or bodie, not the 
greateft paflion but for our fakes: or wee may go yet farther : 
had Chritt onely rifen from the grave,the benelitwhereof did 
nothing concern us; had hee in fom fierie Chariot, for his 
own fake, like Eliah rode triumphant into heaven, wee had 
juft caufto remember him; but feeing all this was for our 
fakes, and the cloud received him, that weein the clouds 
{hould hereafter bee receivedby him, how do wee remember 
him too little? unlefs our whole life feem a continued Eu- 
charift and Thankfgiving. So great then is the fin of omitting 
the Lord’s Supper, that mee think’s no Believer fhould bee 
guiltieof it, buteverieone fwaied by obedience to Chrilt’s 
commands, and by the bond of gratitude for fo great a bene- 
fit, fhould both do it, and in that manner , that neither the 
omiflion, nor unpreparation fhould bee once queftion’d, 
nor once Jaid in the ballance againft an other, to trie which is 
weightiett. | 

But as death is the wages of fin in general, fo of this fin 
in particular: for fuch as was the punifhment in the time of 
the Levitical Law for negle& of the Paffeover , the like may 
wee divine the omiflion of the Lord’s Supper to deferv in the 
time of the Gofpel.. In the due obfervation of that Mofaical 
Sacrament, fo ftri& and precife was God, that the wilful neg- 
le& thereof was death 3 The man that is clean,and is not in a jour- 
nie, and forbeareth to keep the Paffeover, even the fame foul (ball bee Numb. 9-1 3. 
cut off from Ifrael. Noplea bee ufed for the total neglect 
thereof: it was to bee kept at an appointed feafon , and if a 
man were defiled by a dead bodie, which {eemed to bee an high 
defilement among the Jews:, and queftionlefs , a reprefenta- 
tive of our defilement by fin ; the man was refpited for one | 
moneth, and then to celebrate the Pafleover: now if God fo Numb.9.11- 


feverely dealt with the Jews for the negleé& of the Pafleover 
C 2 becing 


beeing but a type of what was to com, how (hall not God 
deal feverely with us forthe negle& of the Communion? 

Nor is the Unpreparation fintul then the Omiflion: 
fer to:remember Chrift in a finful manner is as if wee thould 
not remember him at all. Inthe time of the Levitical Law, 
The foul that did eat of the flefh of the Sacrifices of Peace-offering s, 
that pertein unto the Lord, baving bi; uncleanne{s upon bim, even 
that {oul was to bee cut of from the peop*?; and] know thereisno 
lefs doom then damnation upor tl pfe that comto the Lord's 
Table clad with the unclean habit ®f their fins. Hee that ea:- 
eth. and drinketh Unworthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to him- 
felf, not difcerning the Lord’s Bodie> and St Paul tell’s us, How 
for this reajon the Corinthians were weak and fick, and fallen afleep: 
manie difeafes and plagues hath God fent amongft the Englith 
Nation thefe late years;but for what fin more juftly, then tor 
our Unpreparative addreffes to his fupper ? So long did pro- _ 
fane perfons abufe this Sacrament by their coming to it, that 
at. length it (eemed juft with God to allow them none at all: 
whil'ftin manie of our Englifh Churches after a fix-years 
Ceflation from this Holie Ordinance the. celebration is yet 
nnconcluded:fo {ick were the fouls of men,that even yet 
cannoteat, like thofe who having furfeited of wine feemto 
loath it a long time after. But whence is it that fo much 
blood’ by our Civil Wars was fhed, and fo manie bodics 
flain, but from the general inclination to fhed Chrift’s 
blood, and crucifie his Bodie by the Unwoarthie receiving it? 
how true is it amongft us that for this cauf manie arc weak, 
Jame, wounded,and manie are fallen afleep ? 

It was not without a myfterie that our Saviour before the 
fealt ofthe Pafleover wafb't bis Difciples feet, for the feet are 
sain 89, the Emblems of men’s affections, and the foul move's no 

lefs by thefe,then thebodie by them : for by anger how is the - 
foul moved to revenge! by covetoufnefs, to rapine and ex- 
tortion! by envie, to flander and detraétion | The feet then 
of the Dif ciples to.inftma&us how wee are to-cleanf 
our foul affections before wee eat our Pafleover, leaft com- 
ing with our feet unwath’t wee receiv not Chrift,but that fad 
fentznce, Binde bim hand and foot, and caft bimvinto utter darkne[s, 

Maz.22-13. there fall bee weeping and gnafbing of teeth. 
But the dictates of Divine reafon conclude no lefs then 

Chrift’s example, and the offenf again{t thenvis 


Levit-7.29. 


I Cor. I 1+29. 


o> 
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heinous,by fo much as they are confpicuousand impreft upon 
our fouls; how prepared then ought wee to:com tothis Sup- 
per, by a coniideration, ‘Firs7, That God is there prefent. Se- 
candlyy T hat Chriit is upon our trae Communion to bee re- 
ceived. Firjt, Gop is chere prefent, to whom the Cheru- 
bims and Seraphims continually docrie, holie, holie, holie, 
Lord God ot hotts ; fhall I chen appear in his prefence with 
my unhallowed and fintul garments? God isa pure light, thal 
] com before it with my blacknefs, and uncleannefs? Hee is 
the water of life, fhall I com to this water onely to fee 
my own foulne(s ? oras in fom Chryftal-gla/s, my own defor- 
nyitie , and the monftrous fhape and fafhion of my fin? Hee is 
a itpeighe line, {hall ].com betore it to {hew my crookedne(s ? 
Hee is the fupremeft Jaw, fhall 1 appear wich contradi&ion 
to it? tar bee this from mee. Secondly; Chrilt is received into 
our fouls , the Communion isnot of Bread and Wine onely, 
but wee communicate of Chrift’s Bodie and Blood : When 
wee repair to this Supper, as wee are not fondly to conceit 
the Bread and Wine Tranfubftantiated into Chrift’s Bodie 
and Blood, foneither on the contrarie that the Bodie and 
Blood of Chrittis not exhibited at all: Chrifi was but once 
offered a facrificeto God the Father , but is perpetually of- 
fered food:to God's Children : | am with my faith fo truly 
to tafte and-relifh Chrift in my foul as hee died, and as truly 
as the clouds received himin his Ailcenfion, fo truly is my 
foul to receiv him : Now fhall I receiv my Saviour into an 
impure and polluted fouls? 1 can: afford my clothes aclean 


and wholfom Cheft; fhall I deal worf wich Chrift then Mat.27- 


with my garments? You may read how religious 7ofeph wra 
ped the Bodie of Chrift inclean linnen, {hall | wrap him in foul? 
{ofepb laid it in a new tomb, which bee bad bewen out of the rock:{hal 
burie him in the old fepulere of my bodice, full of rotten- 
nefs, but perhaps whited over with flatterie and feigned love? 
fhall thus receiv my Saviour ? or {hall thus difgrace him,and 


vilifie him ? far bee it from mee. | 


Asthen it was agrievous fin to omit this. Sacranient, fo 


you fee it is no lefS grievous to com unprepared to ic; the 


manner of the a& don may bee as ill as if ic were not don. 


What therefore was anfwered by our Saviour co a curious Luke 13.23. 


ueltion propofed.to him, the queftion was, Lord, are there 
ot that bee Javed ? and hee anfwered, Strive to enter in at the 
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it gate; the like ismy anfwer to your queftion. Striye 

in at the ftreit gate: ftrive for’ holinefs. and 
ftrive to com prepared to the Lord’s Supper : ftrive to efcape 
that punifhment which is in Hell for the Omiffion, and Un- 
: fo ftrive, that thy {an&itie may outftri thy cv- 
riofitie, and the fenf of joies refolv thee thou haft don well, 
rather then the fenf of pains thou haft donill: if this an- 
fwer give’s not fatisfaction, | leav thee to bee farther tanght 


by them. 
Anti-Quzarie. 

Whether the Degrees of Sin are ‘not known from the Degrees of 

Pain? And whether it bath been revealed to the Anabaptisis what 


of painis due to the , and what tothe 
on? 


ae Anabaptift's Fouith Quzrie. 
Whether the Pari{bional fanding ‘ of God, or of Antichrift ? 
Refolution. | 
All feem’s Antichriftian but what is futableto your brain : 
I wonder much you account not that Law which define’s the 
proprietic and diftinétion of Lands and Goods Antichriftian, 
as alfo all civil commerce and traffick; or the confining or 
- limiting the earth and fea within its bounds : for fure God is 
no lefs the autor of confining parifhes, then them : the means, 
I muft confefs, whereby hee fet’s bounds and limits unto 
men and feas are different; for fomtimes they proceed imme- 
diatly from himfelf , fomtimes from inftruments. That men 
have been God's inftraments of confining and limiting Con- 
gregations | think can bee denied by none that are fober- 
minded ; was not St Paul the inftrument of God in congre- 
geting che Church of Corinth, or theChurch of Epbefu : our 
ochial Congregations are none other : thofe antient 
Platforms were the fimilitudes of thefe , and what was then 
limited by a larger meafure of a Cicie or Countrie, is now 
contratted by a narrower bound: the line becauf it is fhort 
is not therefore lefs ftraight: Even by the light of natureit 
was difcerned, that God was the limiter of all his works , 
how much more by the light of grace? and if the limiting 


of 


Anabaptiftarum Scrupull. 
of things without reafon add’s unto his glorie, how much 
more the limiting of men ? 

Diffoly the parochial ftanding, and, in effe&, how is the 
preaching of the Word, that unitie and love and mutual af- 
tiftance, which one man oweth unto another, diffolved ? for 
as weemay prefume, the Jews were more united and had 
more knowledg of God by repairing frequently to their next 
Synagoues, then by their general concourfto Hierufalem, fo 
the like hapneth in our Parochial focieties and ings : 
' everie Lord’s daie, by this means, do the the people alles 
themfelvs to God,andGod to them. Among the Indians in- 
deed, and where God and his worfhip are not known there 
is no Parifh ftanding, neither was it amongft us, till fuch 
time as Religion, wifdom, and convenience brought it 
forth, Let not then the daughter rife up againit the mother; 
the effect , againft the cauf; or that bee made to fight 
againtt religion which was brought forth by it; for by the 
fame reafon ] might doubt , whether the Sun beams have not 
an Antilight unto the Sun? or the water an Anticlearnefs to 


the {pring. 


Anti-Querie. 
Whether God doth not limit men in Divine Ads no lef then natu- 


ral ? Or whether our Parochial ftanding bee not in imitation vf thofe 


Primitive Congregations of Corinth er Ephefus 7 


| Anabaptift’s Fifth Quzrie. 


_ Whether it bee lawful to difpen{ the Lord's Supper out-of a Church 
State as you do ? | 2 
Supe Sor, Re 
ee difpen{ not the Lord’s Sapper as you imagin : for, Res 
ideo non eft quia affirmatur vel neg atur:your uncharitable opinion 
doth not make us guiltie of fin. Thofe corrupt imaginations 
and conclufions of men’s brains, which through malice, or 
ignorance, or inftin@ of Satan, are there railed , are not 
therefore true becanf imagined : Becauf it was declared of 
Fobn of Leiden that hee was to have the of all che 
world, and with mightie forces to deftroie all Kings and 
Princes, to the throne of his father David, untill hee 


| 
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fhould yield up the kingdom _ 
wicked- 


"the Anabaptitts 


wickednels defircied, to theend that the godlie alone may 
rule and reign in the earth, it did not theretore follow, that 
allthis cametopafs. There is nothing more frequent amounef 
cbenthe appropriation of Heaven, of Saint. 
fhip, ‘of Righteoufnels, of the Church unto themfelvs by,ex- 
cluding.all others, and branding them by the names ot Re- 
ates, Dogs, and Frogs, although more holie then them: 
vs» and hayeno fuch facultieof Barking and Croking as 
they have: for were'tthey not fin{ul in thefe cenfures, the fin 


Imagination, which is an highfin, according to St Pau 


2 Cor.10.5, 


Joh.16.2- 


But 


- which by Faith andthe Word of God is ftated one? Canyee 


ours? ag Minifters, the Word fincerel 
for fin practifed, ufeof Sacrame 
Gbrifi, the Ijrael of Ged, the bolie 


in thefecond Epifile to the Corinthians, and exal’s it {elf againf 
the knowlede of God; would bee much.Iefiened , and the Divel 
fhould bee eje&ted from thofe ftrong holds of men’s brains, 
now hee keep’s. by this means, fo firm pofle- 
as Imagination in the general is exceeding finfu),which 
wrong’s not Onely the frame of God's work in us, but 
wrong’s likewifethe work of God in his other creatures, for 


ic fhape’ssthings and fubjects,and ftrange forms as it felf pleaf- 
eth ; it makerh evil good, and 


good evil ; deadlie chings.are 
efteemed as ifthey brought life with them, and living things 
are efleemed as if they were deadlie ; chef and marther are by 
the Imagination thought lawful ; and true holinefs, and fan- 


unlawful; for you know what. was told the Apoliles, 
The time fbould com that whofoever killeth you will think that bee doth 
God fervice : {0 in particular your conceit of our difj . 


the Lord’s § 


for can 


upper out of a Charch ftate, is exceeding fintul 
yee without fin judg that tobee no Church-ftatrs 


without fin deftroie the lifeof on¢ man,and will it not beefar 
greater fin todeftroie the {pinitual life of manic? chat all chofe 
who are knit in the Communion of Saints,fhal have their {pi- 
Titual life cut off at one blow ? andthe wail of chis eemple nent 
from the top tothe bottom ? For what:can there more bee to 
‘warrant aC militant. onearth 

y preached, epentance 
mepts, aunitie of Faich, works 
they denominatea 


the bodie of Chrift , fo they 
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medium, whereby they appear crooked and deformed: Nei- 
ther is it fufficient for you to replie, that wickednefs and pro- 


fanenefs lic within the doors of this houfor Church, becauf 


wee ftrive to {weep it out,and wee know that profane perfons 
do no more infe& the San&itie of God's I/rael, then the foo- 
lith Virgins in the Gofpel infefted the wife with their follie; 
or the veflels of Wood and of Stone in St Paul’s houf, obfa:- 
red the Jufter and brightnefs of the Gold and Silver: From 


or caft away thofe mediums of felf-conceit,and finful imagina- 
tion, and you may fee cleerly our State to bee a Church- 
State,and our difpenfing the Lord’s Supper cobee in it. 


|  Anti-Quzarie. 
* Whether private opinions detract from the truth of things ? And 
whetber that opinion bee not finful that want's Charitie? 
Seventh Quarie. 
Wherber was it the love of Chrift, or the lave of our Tishes sbat 


moved you to-preach to us 
_ God chat is the 


wee not our felvs, fo neither from-our felvs. as 
rewards incite and che- 
riththofe that undertake them ; fo fare’s it in the exercife of 


your ignorance, 
eth to the primitive povertie of th 
crie out as once St. “Peter did, Silver and 


henceforth then anoint youreies wich the falv of Charitie, 


things, is the end foal cout of preaching: Ae 


the great reward isin the 


your foul cenfures and affperfions caft upon this Church, Ephef. 4.16. 
which you look upon as men on objects througha double ! 


Apoca. 21+ 4. 


4 
ot God, notof men; andthe Father of che future 
ages at the better paie us, then wee are pal'ds 
before our work is don : 
ers in Chrift's Vineyard thall receiv one his pennie ; 
yet in the mean time, God denie’s us not our carneft,of what ‘a 
wee {hall receiv hereafter: Effential, | mutt confefs, it is to 
much as in you ly- 
and make them we 
. to your dealings , foreven in thofe primitive cimes how ¢ 
D 
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1Cor.9.9.. hee by Saint Pau! witnefs , Thou (halt Not MURLE the mouth of 
the ox that treadeth out the corn; and if wee have lewn unto 

Gal, 6, 6. you fpiritual things, is ita great thing if wee {ball reap your carnal 
things 2 and let him that is taught in the Word, communicate uni 

him,that teacbeth in all bis goods , or all. good thins; And it fol- 

low’s, bee not deceived, God is not mocked, tor what{oever aman 

foweth that fhall hee reap : Tithes of your goods, or in St, Pay/; 

the communication your goods unto Goa’s Mi- 

nilters, is the feed which you fow in God's Field, you {hall 

reap if not in this life, yet an hundred fold more at the great 

harveft ofthe Refurreétion : bee not deceived by vain per- 

fualions of thofe that teach the contrarie, for God is not 

mocked: ]t then wee draw St. Pauls precepts into prattice, 

and not make that to bee Law, which may bee imputed to the 
contradi&ion of wicked men, in thofe primitive times of ig- 

norance and general infidelitie ; fuch was the Apoitles pover- 

tic, or their wants : but God's will a law, it will bee more 

clearly {tated,wee may communicate of your goods:and a fub- 

ordinate end of our preaching, is to bee mainteined by 

them. 

, It was God’s charge in the time of the Lev/tical Law, beware 
that thou forfake not the Levite, (o long as thou liveft upon the earth: 

Deut. 12-19 and it was God's charge in the time of the Gofpel, that they 
which preach the Golpel, (beuld live of the Gofpel;for St. Paul call’s 

itthe Lords Ordinance : which Ordinance, how do the Ana 

x Cory. 14. baprifts infringe, whil ft they rob the Clergic of their right, 
and inftead oF paying tithes, paie them with fuch frivolous 
Queries ? whether it was the love of Chrift, or the love of 

tithe that induced themto preach? I am fure the Clergie 

_ Jove not their tithes more, then they loveto defrand them: 

and goodnefs is not more beloved of men , then they love to 

i contract the guilt of cofenage upon their own fouls : Wee 
love our tithes , that wee may do them fo much right as keep 
them innocent by paying them ; wee receiv our tithes, to pre- 
vent that guilt and punilliment,which Sacrilege, and the rob- 
bing of God will cauf upon them : For the Anabaptift’s would 
bee le(s finful did wee quit our claim, and their fread would 
feem juttifiable did wee quit our love ; let therm not therefore 
malice us in what wee intend them goad, for it is our love of 


their feed that make’s them capable ofa future harveit, But ] 
| 


| 
e+ 
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But the love of Chrift and the love of tithes may bee the 
_ endof preaching : for one end may bee fubordinate to an- 
other, and love is not alway the fame, but may act ina differ- 
ent {phear and capacitie. Wee preach that God may bee glo- 
ritied, the mercies of Chrift revealed, and your fouls faved, 
and our felvs mainteined : But fo mean, fo ignoble is this lat 
end, that itcan no waie {tand in competition with the for- 
mer: lec mee denie my felf, and {hrink into nothing ; fo 
that my maker niay bee glorified: let not onely my outward 
fubitance, but my inward fubliftence, even my foul and all 
her faculties becom nothing, fo my Saviour bee exalted: For 
as | am firit to feek God's Kingdom, fo lam firltto propofe 
God’s glorie for my end, and then! need not fear, but other 
ends in their order will bee added to it. Love likewife a&’s in 
a different Sphear,whil'it one kinde thereof is divine, another 
natural ; Wee may love God, and ourneighbours, but not 
with one and the fame love. 
Anti-Quarie. 

Whether it bee the love of Chrift, or the love of our tithes that 

move's you to the non-payment of our tithes? 
= 
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Anabaptift’s. Eight Quarie 


Whether you bee not guiltic of the fins of the ungodlie, in fuffering 
them to com to the Lord’s Supper; and{o much the more if you tell 
them the bodie of Chrift is given for them, and exhort all forts to com 


thereto 2+ 


Refolution. 


It is good counfel of our Saviour, judg not, that yee bee not 
judged; and itis a moft futable reproof for an hypocrite, wy 
heholdeft thou the mote that is in thy brother's cie, bat confidereft not 
the beam that is in thine owneie Which if the Anabaptif's did 
well think upon, they would not fee fo manie motes of un- | 
godlinefs in their brethren,and hide the beams of wickednels 
in themfelvs: for why may not wee count them wicked, no 
lefs then they count us ungodlie, feeing that to the relt of 
their fins they have added this of ralh judgment? Even in 
ordinarie eating it was moft confcionable that rafh judgment 


fhould bee laid afide,becaufChriftians are Gods Servants,and 
D .2 to | 


bisown Moafter ? 
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to their own Matter they ftand or fall, much more is it in eat- 
ing the Lord's Supper ; where, if repentance for {in , and con- 
verfion.toa new lite hath not precedcd,itis unmaniteft to us, 
andour charitie as muchas may bee, ought to hide their fin. 
how prepared and holie communicants {hould bee, I have al- 
readie declared;but this preparation and holinefs is onely di- 
{cerned by the eie of God, for is the heart tran{parent ? or can 
my eic peirce the depth of the foul, and there behold thofe 
inward fighes, and. groans, and confli&s foriin? True it is 
that thofe outward forms which are not alway the fruit of a 
{incere heart( for if they were,there fhould bee no hypocrites) 
incline and {waie your judgment, and make you conclude a 
f{eparation for thofe forms fake : Yon think it enough to bee 
whited over with godlinefs, and then in your own cies you 
are made the Church of Chriit, whilft you are indeed no 
more then aSepulcre, entombing your pride, ignorance, 
and uncleannefs ; Ifhould have been more milde, had you 
not unworthily madeus guiltie of all the fins of the ungod- 
lie, and it would have been an acknowledgment of what you 
had impofed onus , had] not thus redargued your crime. 

Bueas | plead for repentance to go before the Sacrament,fo 
for.a godlie life to follow after ; and that men fhould no lefs 
their good fruit that t 


hey are Chriftian; then our ~ 
Saviour by his life declared himfelf Chrift. This may bee 
wifh’t in general toall communicants, yet wee may defpai 


pair 
finding it ineverie one. Bat why fhould I bee guiltie of what 


almoft impoflible to avoid ? Did St Pauls Minifter bear. 
the 


guilt of his unworthie communicants? Or did hee not 
tell chem this was the bodie of Chrift, given for them ? Ordid the 
unworthinefs of Fudas, and the Divel’s entering into himat 
the Paffeover, anie whit refle&t upon Chrift ? Wee permit no 
feandalous per{ons to communicate of the Lord’s jwee 
dtive them from it, no lefs then Abrabam drove away the birds 
that came down upon the carkafles of the facrifice: Let not 
our holie intentions , pace endeavors, bee blafted with 


your unholie cenfures, and judg not yee the fervants of God 
that ftand or fallto their own Maft 


Anti-Quarie, 


Whether ec may judg the fervantof God that fland’s and falbs to 


1 Cor. 


— 


| | 
| s Ninth Quarie. 
Whether do you ever finde the world and the Church in Scripture 3 
make a vifible bodie in worfbip, as all your Pari(h do in finging 
? And whether your {a finging , bee not an abomination 2? 
Rejolution. 
How the world and Church make a vifible bodie, I have in 
part before declared, and | {hall more fully by what follow’s. 
The Church of Chrift may bee confidered in it’s definition, 

or.diftin@ion : It’s definition is this, The Church is acompa- 

nie of faithful men and Angels, under one head Chritt Jetus: 

men and Angels, for Angels are termed the fellow-fervants of Revel. 19. 

men, and have the T-eftimonie of Jefuus, andthe spl pars is Epbe, 1, 
proclaimed to bee their head, in that bee is far above all princi 

palities and power, and might, and dominion, and everie name that is 

named , not onely in this world but al{o in that which is to com : God. 

that made men fit for heaven,gave men kindred and brethren, 

and fellow-fervants in heaven, even the holie Angels. Man. 

hath {pirit as well as flefh, and as there is confanguinitie of 

the one, fo alfo of the other, though not by virtue of the — 

blood of fpirits, yee by virtue of his blood, who is the God 

of {pirits, Jefus Chrift; As men are members of this Church, 

fo it is diftinguifhed by Papifts into the Triumphant, Mili- 

tant, and expurgant Charch, if] may foEnglifhic; the firft 

in heaven, the fecond upon the eatth,thethird under the earth 

in the flames of Purgatorie: Wee beleiv the Triumphant, 
and Militant, but denie the other. It’s extreme madne({s to go — 
to Purgatorie to finde out our brethren, when onely hea- 
ven andthe earth contein them ; finful fouls what flames can 


purgeyour fins bs 
ignes, ipfe meruere piacula flamme. 
"ee foul from fin? indeed 
The flame’s an expiation need. 
But that rie is onely a dream may bee concluded from 


the Word of God, which mention’s no other habitations for 
faithful men then earth & heaven. Wee know faith St.Paul that if, Cor 


sur eartblie boul of this tabernacle were diffolved, wee bave a busldi 

of God, ax houf not made with bands, eternalin the heavens, And 
om of the learned Papifts themfelvs have ingenioufly confelt, 
minus apertas, mimics <ficaces minis probabiles 


autovitates 


- 


— 
— 
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‘Petrus a Sotoin {cvipture que {uis docioribus adferuntur,illis itaque non utendun, 
facevd. infirudt. ad probandym Purgaterium. 
left: 1.de Purge. The Church Militant is diftinguifh’t into the vitible and 


Joh. 10.14. 


2 195 


1(21.52-. 


Ephe.4.16. 


invilible: theinvilible, are a companie of religious and faith- 
fulmen, alway known ot God though not of man. And 
therefore Chrift faith, know my Sheep,.and am known of Mine, 
which isthe fame, with what Sc. Pau! wrote, neverthele/s the 
foundation lof God ftandeth (ure, having this feal, the Lord knowerh 
them that arc bis, asif man Knew them not: This inward 


‘Santtitie and faith of the I/rac! of God, though it doth alway 


exprefs itfelt by outward fignes and ations , yet where the 

outward fignes and Actions are, the inward may bee {om- 

times Wanting: forthe hypocrite hath the fame garbe with 
an holieGonvert, and look’s like the fouldier that put on 

Chriti’s Coat, but had none of Chrift’s innocence under it: 
as the faith and holinefs of this Church is invilible, fo God 

invilibly gomfort’s it, and applie’s himfelt to the inward parts 
ofit: The Church is called the Zion of God, awake, awabe, 
put on thy ftrength o Zion, for God is the invisible tower thereof: By 
St.Paul itis called a Bodie,and God invilibly intorm’s it,and 
gives an inward forceand energie unto the members of it, by 
the inward etiectual working in the mealure of everie part, as 
the original import’s ; The vifible Church in regard ot us, is 
not diflinguifhed from the invifible, ir differeth onely 

in the manner of coniidering it, in fieri and in facia 

ele: tor theinvifible Church is made of the vifible, and the 
vilible is making by God's laborers into the invilible : the 

vilible Church comprifeth bad men, no lefsthen good, fin- 
ners,no lefs then Saints, men of ay erroneous, no lefs then of 

the taith Orthodox: Andtherefore our Saviour compare’s it 
unto a net, in which there are caughtbad fifhes no leis then 
¢ood, hee compare’s ic to a floar in which there’s chaff, no 
lefs then Wheat, and St. Pau! co a great houf, in which there 
are earthen vefiels as there are veffels of gold and {ilver. 

This vilible Church is further diftinguifhed, by reafon of 
divers opinions,and defaults in faith,into a Schi(matical,He- 
retical, and the Orthodox Church. The Schifmatical is that, 
which acknowledging the true principles of Chriiian Reli- 
g10n, 1s notwithftanding feparate from the reft without jult 
caul’: Sthijmatici proprié dicumtur qui ex intentione, fine idonea 


| 
Aquinas. 
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caulTa ab ecclefie unjtate fe dividunt.An Herctical Church is thae, 
which erring in tandamental points of faith pertinacioutly 
maintein’s tioie errors, and is thercby divided trom the retr. 
The Orthodox (Chuvch is that which free from Schitin 
and Hereiie, not wiltully fuffering itfelf.to bee divided, bur 
attecting to bee united inthe head Chriit Jefusjmaintein’s the 
fundamentals of faith, neceflaric to bee beleived. Here by the 
waie may bee difcovered the ground ot thofe greivous di- 
ftractions and differences among the Keligious, whil it they 
ftrive for the head Chrilt Jefus, as the women did betore 8clo- 
mon for the living childe; it’s mine faith one, its mine faith 


the other: and whereas the war of the bodie 1s oncly tothe - 


grave, and atemporal death; the war of thefe divided mindes 
is unto Hell it felf, and everlatiing death : Schifm and Heretic 
are the round of all; and there is more harmonie between 
the world and Church in their {inging,then between Schiima- 
ticks and Hereticks in their diitracted janglings. 

But the world and the Church by what hath been difcover- 
ed, may make a viliblebodie in worfhip, whil tt thofe Here- 
ticks makenone;or (uppofe it one, what 1s it fave @ putridand 
dileafed one, leprous and disjointed ; more like a Chaos and 
confufed heap,then a formed bodice ? Nay it hath not fo much 
order as thofe firit bezinings in the Creation, tor they hada 
paflive obedience, and did yield themfelys unto that power 
which brought theminto order,but fo refractori¢,'o tteelly- 
cemper'd are they,that their yielding to Divine illuminations, 
ruth and order, is death to them, and the verie fouland lite 
of their error is {tubbora wilfulnefs : Forin this yerie Gaeric, 
whether our mik’t jinging bee not aa abomination, whic. 
they believ; how can itbee concluded that 7udw was not 
among the number with Chrift when they fung an hymn? 
which ifhee were, their arguing would have made Chriit's 
linging an abomination? Or how may it not bee thought 
that among godlie men,to whom the precept of jinging is di- 
refted by St. Fames, manie ungodlie perfons have in all ages 
been intermixed, for manie Anabaptifts and Hereticks before 
their {eparation did fing amongit uz, and there mutt bee He- 
refies among us, that they which are approved may bee made 
manifett ? it’s che doftrine, not the cune thatis Heretical: it’s 


the life of wicked men, not their tinging with goodmen,that , Contry, 59, 
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is abominable. 


| Anti-Quarie. | 
Wherber Judas , when Chrift and his Apoftles {ung an hymn, fang 
not with them ¢ 


Anabaptill’s Tenth Quzrie, 


If you have anie Church at all (whereof manie doubt, and I among 
the reft,) What is the reajon you bave no officers of Elders and Deacons, 


nor no Cenfures to keepthe holie things of God from profanation by 
thofe the Scrzpture cal’s Dogs and Swine ? | 


Refolution. 


This Querie difcover’s your ‘{piritual pulf, and how you 
are fick ot pride.For you make your felvs the Church of God, 
and exclude all as trom the Church privilege: Dogs and 
Swine are names ood enough tor people of anie other tace 
andcomplexion then your own : theretore tirit ftudie 
how to humble you, and by making you leis in your own 
efteem, do you fo much honor as make you great; for in 
God’s kingdom, humilitteis the waie to greatnefs : but | can- 
not do thisbetter then by putting you in minde of whatS« 
Paul wrote,If a man think bim{elf to be fomthing sben bee is nothing, 
bee decerveth himjelf in bis imagination : you think your felt 
in S; Paul's language fomthing , better at leaft then thofe you 
count alo and Swine, of which thought I fhall give a Four- 


fold Reafon, and thenconclude you to bee indeed no- 
thing, 

The Firft Reafon is drawn from Adam's fin, the relict 
whereof flow’s in your blood ; for Adam in Paradife defired 
to bee more then hee was , as appeared by his afipiring tothe 
knowledg of good and evil , youwere a baftard fon to Adam, 
were not your teeth fet on edg by his eating of fowr grapes, 


_and your felf by your {wel'd and aérie thought of goodnefs 


believ your felfto bee what you are not. 


The Second Reafon of your thought is Comparifon, be- 
cauf’ you compare your fel with thofe whom you account 
wicked and reprobate , like the Pharifée who thought him- 


{elf fomwhat when hee ftood and praied , God I thank thee 
that I am not as other men are, extortioners , unjuft » adulterers, oF 
even 


Mat.18.4. 
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even as this Publicane : and queftionle(s you thank God for 
not beeing as thofe dogs and {wine. 
The Third Canf is Self-love, for you are enamored of 
your ownexcellencie, you think your own talent greateft, 
yvur (hadow to beeaiubltance , you vail your imperie&ions 
like the Church ot Laodicea , who when {hee was wretched, Rey. 3.17. 
miferable, poor, blinde, and naked thee thought her felf rich, en- 
creafed in goods,and had needof nothing, 
The Fourth Reafon is Flatterie, whereby you are over- 
{waied; tor your flefh flatter’s you , your imagination fiat- 
ter’s you, andare thereby in Paradife as Herod was when they 
cried, It is the voice of God, not of man. 
But flatter your felf as you plea{, you are indeed no more 
then a bladder blown full of aer , or an exhalation without 
dew or rain : forfuppofe you gifted from almightie God, 
fanctitied, and renewed by his fpirie ; Sr, this is your Makers 
glorie, andall yourgood is onely Jent you from the Lord: 
It were great follie in mee having borrowed one hundred 
unds from a rich man to believ the monie my own, and 
in to defpife all poor men becauf this fum is lent mee : or 
becaufthe Sun hath lentus his bright beamsto behold the 
various abjects and delights of the world, wee fhould conceit 
the beams our own: All the graces of God are like that bor- 
rowed monie, or thele borrowed beams; whether the graces 
are natural or Divine: Everie good and perfeéi gift is from above, Jam.t-4. 
and cometh down from the Father of lights. | 
Secondly you are nothing in re(pe& of what you ought to 
bee, for you ought ftill to bee more holie and more fan&i- 
fied: The life of aChriftian what is ic but motion from one 
degree of goodnefs to another? for wee are to leav the prin- 
ciples and go on unto perfection : wee run a race which con- 
tinueth until death , and wee are to fhew our diligence to the 
full aflurance of hope unto the end. 
Thirdly you are nothing in refpec& of death , for before 
that com's, you pleaf your felf as men by looking in a gla{s, from Jam.1.24. 
the which when they are gon they forget what manner of men they were: 
fo you pleaf your felf in the glaflie frame of your imagination, 
there beholding the perfeétions and graces of your foul , e 
| Ek when 
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Anabaptiflarum Scrupuls. 
when death remove’s you, and death ere long will remove 
you, you will forget what manner of man you are, 
fure then all your vain thoughts perifh. 
Fourthly, you are nothing becauf of tin, for fin it was 
that made $t Paul crieout, O wretched man that Iam! and 
though hee were nothing behinde the chiefeft Apoftles , yer 
counted him(felf nothing ; yea, hee’ appeared as a reprobate : 
and in the Epifile to the Romans, I know that in mee ( i.e.) in 
my fleth, dwelleth no good: for goodnets is dettroied by {in, 
fin in a Saint is like ruft in fteel, or like amoth in a goodlie 
garment; the brightne(s of the fteel, and goodnefs of the gar- 
ment are both confumed by them. | 
Fifthly you are nothing by ccapertton » by comparing 
your felf with thofe who are above/rou , or with thofe who 
are beneath you : thofe who are al + you are God, the An- 
gels, and Saints departed this life,’ 50d is an everlafting pure 
flame, and the Angels and Saif} s have neither fpot nor 
wrinkle, now weigh your own fag&itie, and compare your 
holinefs wich that of Saints and Angels, and how light will 
it bee? trie it at the everlafting fire, and how droflie will it 


‘prove? yea, all your own righteoufnefs will bee as an un- 


clean thing,or fom polluted rag.ic's worth the marking , how 
God beeing mightily offended with him, who {well’d up with 
aéri¢e imaginations of beeing fomthing , faidto his brother, 
Stand by thy felf , for I am holier then thou; Thefe are as 
{moke in my nc{e, faith God: opinionated worth, and conceits 
of holinefs above our brethren, rife up againft God, and 
like an ill perfume get as it were into his noftri!s : compare 
your felf with them beneath you, and you are nothing more 
then they, although they want that degree of holinefs and 
fanctitie which you feem to have, yet they may bee faved, aud 
jufiified : {an&ification hath a latitude, but juftification hath 
none, for one man is not more juftitied then another. 

Laftly, youare nothing in refpe& of what you might bee, 
for opinionated worth is a great hinderance of not growing 
beteer : Sees? thou a man wife in his own conceit , there is more hope 
of @ fool then of him , for felt wifdom, and concetied goodnefs 
may bee flattered, t wt not tutor’d, 


Sir, 


fe ¥ 
| 


Sir, here isa gla’ wherein you may view your own fea- 
ture, and | advife you foto do, tor it will humble you; it 
wil] prefent your tect made of claie, though you delire onely 
to fee an head of gold; nay, will icnot make you bluth and 
crie out, Lord whatam1|, who have thus vilitied and dif- 
grated thofe who are more holic thenI am? Do | queition 
whether my Orethren have anie Church? or do I queftion their 
Elders, and Deacons, and Cen{ures to keep the holie things 
ot God trom profanation ? how may not they now queltion 
me, and exercife {om cenfure on mee, even for this my tin?that 
| fuffering what | have both denied and deferved, may bee the 
more induced to the faith, and confetilion of thofe officers 
and cenfures: But if this counfel take no place, and you like 
the deat Adder {top your ear toall charms, | know not anie 
other waie whereby J may perfuade you into an an acknow- 
ledgment of truth, and that you may becom better by not be- 
lieving us to bee fo bad. Som objects blinde the eies by beeing 
too vifible:and I can fee mo other reafon why you fhould denie 
our Church with the officers and cenfures, but becauf they are 
like chofe objects, for never was there Church more 
bright and glorious then ours ; dogs and {wine are they that 
rent and tear it;but pious Chriftians are they that acknowledg 


and fupport it. 
| Anti-Quarie. 
Whether the Anabaptifts in rentine and tearing the Church of 


Chrift are truly Chriftians , aud whether ignorance, pride, and con- 
fufion bee not among them? 


i 


Anabaptift’s Eleventh Quearie. 
Whether you have in the court of heaven right to take Tithes of all 
the Parifb, beeing {undrie of us are not {atisfied in con{cience that you 
are anie minifter to us,mor ever gave anie call or invitation to you to 

com among ft ussor whetber Tecan Tithe bee not a great oppreffion? 

| Refolution. | 

Much of this hath been already anfwered; what I fhall 
briefly infitt upon is, Our right to take Tithe in the court of 
heaven. There hath net been envie again{t the Clergie 
| in 
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in reteining Tithes,then care taken by Divines to clear the 
right of them : manie arguments, yea whole books have been 
written to aflert them, the refule whereof isthis, That ei- 
ther Tithes properly, or fom mainteinence equivalent to 
Tithe, in the court of heaven, are to maintein theClergic. 
The inftitution of Tithe is acknowledged from God,but wee 
never read that God abolifhed them; yea Chrift warranted 
the paiment in the eleventh ot St Luke, Lee Tithe Mint and Rue, 
and all manner of berbs, and pas over judgment, and the love of God, 
thefe ought yee to have dou, and not to leav the other undon. This, 
gueltionle(s, is evangelical : for there is as much Divine reafon 
tor Tithe under the Golpel, as under the Law, if not more: . 
God’s worlhip to bee advanced now asthen, and God's work 
to go forward by Evangelical Minifcrs, no lefs then hereto. 
fore by the Levitical Priefis ; tor God’s work and worfhip is 


the chiefend of Tithe, or anie equivalent mainteinence, for 


wee fhall finde chat the omiflion ot paying of Tithe brought 


_an omillion of God’s worlhip; the Levites and the Singers 


Nehem.1 3-10. 


forfook their ftation, and fled everie one to his field, negle: 
Ging the work of God, which when Nebemiab perceived, hee 
contended with the rulers and faid, Why is the houf of God for- 
faken, and hee gathered the Levites together , and fet them in their 
place ; then brought all Judah the Titbe of the corn, and the new wine, 
and the oil unto the treajuries. Neither is it lefs obfervable what 
King Hezekiah commanded the peaple that dwelt at Hieru{a- 
lem, To give the portion of the Puicfis and Levites that they 
might bee encouraged in the Lawofthe Lord. Tithe is the 
encouragement both of fludying and preaching God's Law, 
whil’ft the {tudying of Humane Laws and all other labors, are 
fupported by their due recompenf ;| let not {0 great an infeli- 
citie betide the fiudying of God’s Law as want of cncourage- 
ng » and the Lamp of the Temple go out for lack of 

il. | | 

Neither are thofe reafons of lefs force that are drawn from 
the gratitude man oweth to God, or from the injuftice 
againtt God and his Minilters in depriving them of their 
rights or Tithes : that God who giveth all things, fhould by 
apious gratitude bee repaid homing may bee concluded by 

t 
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the light of nature; The ian’s Pharaohs were not illibe- 
ralto their Prieft: But the Jews did clearly underftand that Lev,27.40 
the Tithe of the land, both ef the feed of the ground, and of 
thefruic of the trees isthe Lord's, itis holie to the Lord, 
God challeng’d it, and they in gratitude to paie it. Asa 
pin into the hands of Chrilt’s poor members is taken to 
ee done to Chrilt himfelf; {0 a gift put into the hands of 
God’s Miniiters, is a gift prefented unto God. Hee that en- 
riche’sus with all wee have, ex{pect’s our thankfulnefs by 
recributing part of what wee have, not that hee ftand’s in 
need of anic thing, but onely that wee our felvs do the more 
provoke him to do us good by our retribution. 
Neither are Tithes in their paiment lefs confonant to Ju- 
ftice. It's a conclution grounded on equitie, that one good 
fhould bee the recompenf of another. The common retali- 
ation of injuries was an eie for an eile, and a tooth for a 
tooth, haad fhould go for hand, foot tor foot, burning tor 
burning: thal] there not bee the like for good turns ? thall 
there not bee the like recompenf for thofe who labor and 
watte the lamps of their lives, that your eies, and hands, and 
feet, fouls, and bodies may bee ranfom’d trom the grave, and 
hell, and the everlaiting burnings. If wee have fownunto you 
{piritual things, do wee not deferv in juftice to reap fom of 
your temporal? What would Dives have given Abrabam to | 
have been redeemed trom his hellifh torments,when hee cried, 
Father have mercie on mec, and fend Lazarus that hee 
| 


dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue? and i) 
what (hould you give unto thofe Ministers of Chriliby whole 
pains and preaching you are kept from that very fire where oi 

Dives burn’s. hs was not without good reafon therefore that 
our Saviour counfel’d his Apoitles that they fhould provide 4 


neither gold, nor brafsin their purfes, por fcrip for their 
journie , neither two coats, neither fhoos, nor yet {taves,for 
the workman is worthi¢e of his meat, or the Jaborer (as oa 
St Lube urgeth it ) is worthije of his hire; (i.c.) they were 1} 
worthie to receiv both gold, and lilver, and al] things necef- 

fortheir humane fuccours, in that they preached the 
sus, 


Gofpel of 
J J Manie | 
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Gal.6.6. 
Gen.14. 
Luke 11.2 4. 


Manie more reafons might bee urged in che behalf of the 


Clergie’s mainteinence, but chofe I hive infifted on are fuf- 


ficient to fhew the grofs delufions and abfurd principles of the 
Anabaptitt’s faith. To conclude this point, If taking Tithes 
bee an oppreflions then juftice is oppreflion , gratitude js op- 
ion, and St Paul counfel’d to opprefs; yea, Melchi (ede: 
oppreft Abram when hee received Tithe of him : and our Sa- 
viour taught to opprefs; but let! Gop and his Word bee 
true, man the liar : it’s the Anabaptift oppreffeth, they 
teach never, 


Anti-Quearie. 


Whetber the Non-paiment of T. ithe bee not great injuftice , yea 
Sacrilege? 


Nov. 26. 1640. 
I 


Edmund Calamie. 
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